LONDON LIFE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
Cal. of State Papers Colonial^ Addenda, 1574—1674, p. 511.
In 1668 Ashley Cooper was petitioned to move a law to make the punishment for
spiriting death, there were then three ships in the river on which children had been
embarked and "though the parents see their children in the ships, without money they
will not let them have them.* (idem, 1661-8, p. 555.)
 (98)	J. C. Jeaffreson, Middlesex County Records, iv, p, li.
 (99)	The London Spy.
(100)	Ilive relates an instance of such an invitation witnessed by himself while a prisoner
in Clerkenwell Gaol, but frustrated by the turnkey's wife, an excellent woman. Both the
keepers of bagnios and trading captains, he says, were in the habit of procuring the release
of these girls by paying their fees. He adds, * this artifice of our trading captains in inveigl-
ing away great numbers of the young men and women, selling them, &c., is a great drain
on the inhabitants of this island ... / (Reasons . . .for the Reformation of the House of
Correction in Clerkemvell^ 1757, p. 26.)
(joi) cf. the estimate of the old penal system by a parliamentary committee on trans-
portation in 1785.
'That the old system of transporting to America answered every good purpose that
could be expected from it. That it tended directly to reclaim the objects on which it was
inflicted, and to render them good citizens. . . . That it was not attended with much
expense to the public, the convicts being carried out in vessels employed in the Jamaica or
tobacco trade, that for many years Government paid ^53 man and afterwards no premium
at all, the contractor being indemnified ... by the price at which he sold their labour.
[This change may well have been a satisfactory one for the convicts.]
*That the convicts ... were usually removed into the back country and finding none of
the temptations... which occasioned their offences at home, it does not appear that the
police or peace of the colonies suffered in any considerable degree... / (C J. 28 July 1785.)
 (102)	In Pennsylvania the wages of white hired labour were considered too high, a
negro was too great an initial outlay. Kalm says that the wages of a free servant were
£ 16—20 a year in Pennsylvania currency, of a maid-servant £8—10. A passage cost from
£6-$ sterling, and the usual price paid for a man's service for four years was £14.
Travels in North America (1748-51), Pinkerton's Travels^ xiii, p. 500. In Virginia and
Maryland a large supply of cheap labour was wanted for the tobacco plantations and in
Maryland white bound servants were always preferred to slaves. E. I. MacCormac, White
Servitude in Maryland^ 1904, pp. 33—4.
 (103)	W. Eddis, Letters from America ... 1769 to 1777 ... 1792, pp. 67-8.
 (104)	E. I. MacCormac, op. cit. p. 74.
 (105)	By the Act of 1717, which put penal transportation on a statutory basis, there was
a provision by which those under twenty-one (but over fifteen) who could not legally
make contracts, might enter into indentures for a passage to the plantations for a term not
exceeding eight years, provided they were made before a justice of the peace of the City
of London or two justices elsewhere. This was because, * there are many idle persons ...
under the age of one-and-twenty .,„ lurking about in London and elsewhere, who want
employment, and may be tempted to become thieves if not provided for*.
The original record of such an indenture, the words in italics being written in the blanks
of a printed form, runs as follows:
London the 3Qth day of May
One thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine.
Be it remember'd that Thomas Heath of the parish ofSt Leonards Shoreditch, weaver, his

